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mining in Virginia.”

That power, he pointed out, goes to the state,
since the General Assembly created Buckingham,
just as its members voted to create every county
in the Commonwealth.

WHEN CAN THEY REGULATE?

Now yes, cities and counties can regulate
mining. In Article 7, Section 15.2-2280, the Virginia
Code says that any city or county can “regulate,
restrict, permit, prohibit and determine” what to
do in four situations. The fourth is very clearly
identified as “the excavation or mining of soil or
other natural resources.’

But it's how this happens officials have to be
careful about. While a county like Buckingham
can't just outright ban the concept, they can
restrict what is and isn't allowed through zoning
ordinances.

Wright's comments echoed what Joe Lerch
told the state gold mining workgroup back in
September. Lerch, who serves as director of local
government policy for the Virginia Association of
Counties, explained last September that counties
can decide what is and isn't allowed in zoning.

“In a zoning ordinance, you can say that this is
not allowed activity,” Lerch told the group. “Or
you could say it is allowed in (a certain) type of
district, like an industrial district, with a special
use permit. If you want to say we don't even want
to consider it, that could be in your ordinance
too.”

'WHY HAVE THIS DEBATE?

So why is this debate happening in Buckingham
County? It stems from a situation that started more
than two years ago. In April 2019, the Canadian
prospecting company Aston Bay Holdings an-
nounced they were beginning to search for gold in
Buckingham.

To be clear, Aston Bay isn’t a mining company. It's
a prospecting company. That means they search
for gold, silver or other minerals, identify and
purchase a location, then sell that information (and
property) to the highest bidder. They can do this
because under Virginia law, prospecting doesn't re-
quire a state permit if you're searching for anything
other than uranium. In statements given in March
2019 and July 2020, company officials declared
their drilling confirmed a “a high-grade, at-sur-
face gold vein system at
Buckingham, as well as
an adjacent wider zone of
lower-grade disseminated
gold mineralization.” In
other words, they found
enough to keep going. At
the beginning of 2020,
the company secured the
right to prospect on 4,953
acres of land in Bucking-
ham County.

Just don't expect a
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Harold Morgan Garrett

Harold Morgan Garrett, 78 of Rice, died Friday, May
12. Born Dec. 15, 1944 in Farmwille, he was the son of
the late Harold Lee and Helen Morgan Garrett.

A graduate of Prince Edward Academy, which his
father built, he spent a lot of time working with his
father learning construction and other trades. He
earned Master Cards in
all trades and was very
proud that he built his own
house. Some of his favorite
pastimes include: Amateur
Radlio, reading, delivering
The Farmuiile Herald in
his younger years, rafting,
scuba diving, swimming
and skiing at Crystal Lake
and his beloved years in
boy scouts where he was
aScoutmaster. He was
especially proud that two of his grandsons joined
the same Troop from his past. He had a great love for
trains and helped lay the track at the Victoria Park.
He was well known and respected for his knowledge
and many skills

He is survived by his wife of 53 years, Nadine
Grishaw Garrett; a son, Jason Garrett; a daughter,
Kimberly Garrett Hailey; nine grandchildren, Caitlyn,
Megan, Morgan, Jackson, Emma Grace, Matthew,
Logan, Ryan and Charlotte and two great-grand-
daughters, Audrey and Olivia. He is also survived by
one brother, Randy Garrett of Richardson, Texas and
several nieces and nephews.

He was preceded in death by three brothers,
Thomas A. Garrett, Charles “Nick™ Garrett and David
L Garrett; a daughter, Tanya and a great granddaugh-
ter, Kylie.

A graveside service will be held on Thursday, May
18, 11:30 a.m., at Westview Cemetery in Farmville.
Family will receive friends on Thursday, 10-11 a.m., at
Puckett Funeral Home.

Puckett Funeral Home is serving the family. www.
puckettfh.com.

the last year and a half, we have been investing in
the landowners in another county. We look forward
to investing in Buckingham again.”

'WHAT HAPPENS NOW?

So, now what? Well, the planning commission has
a decision to make.

“At the end of next week’s regular meeting, we
can decide if we need to hear other speakers,” said
Planning Commission Chairman John Bickford.

“Qur next sEep would be to do that and decide on a
work session.”

That next meeting is set for Monday, May 22,
beginning at 7 p.m.

1348 Four Locust Hwy.
Keysville, Virginia

Betty L. Welch

Betty L. Welch, 91 of Powhatan, passed away May
12. She was born in Athens, Alabama, daughter of
the late Elmer W Davis Sr. and Florence R. Bright-
well.

She leaves to cherish her memory three daugh-
ters, Gwen Welch of Sophia, North Carolina, Char-
lene Williams of Cumber-
land and Melissa Welch of
Powhatan; seven grandchil-
dren, Jai Welch, Ray Morris
(Megan), David Welch,
Brittany Williams (Jacob),
Alysha Mo (John), Brent
Williams (Julie) and Harley
Lee and eight great-grand
children, Brantley, Liam,
Bryce, Luke, Ryleigh, Harp-
er, Kayleigh and Jack.

Betty married the late
iam Welch in 1954. She retired from the Depart-
ment of Corrections after serving as a James River
Correctional Officer.

She is preceded in death by her husband, William
Welch; her siblings, Elmer Davis Sr., Royce Davis,
James Davis Sr., Wayne
Davis, Nellie Lockaby Visit Us On ,E%
and Bobbie Joe Davis. The Web At &
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request to build one. In
an interview earlier this
year with The Herald,
Aston Bay CEO Thomas
Ulirich said the company
was “still in the early
stages of exploration.’
“We have conducted
only preliminary explor-
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In times of grief, making difficult decisions about how best
to honor the memory of someone so important can be
overwhelming. We are here to help with complete, professional
and compassionate funeral planning serw'css to meet,your’
needs and respectfully celebrate the life_and legacy of your
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» Shorter Funeral Home

1905 S. Main Street, Farmville, VA 23901

% 434-392-6070 X
Visit our website: www.shorterfuneralhome.com
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